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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Calumet Environmental Education Program Evaluation

2003-2004

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Field Museum’s Calumet Environmental Education Program (CEEP) offers three model conservation education
programs that encompass grades four through twelve to create a program continuum for Chicago Public Schools. Mighty
Acorns, Earth Force and Urban Watch have individually been piloted, implemented and evaluated. Each program has its
own process, yet when these programs are taken in a coherent, consecutive order they form a ladder of environmental
education that fosters intellectual, social and process skill development of students and teachers. This pilot project is being
conducted at eight elementary schools that feed into George Washington High School on the southeast side of Chicago.
This evaluation report synthesizes the data for the period beginning in August 2003 and ending in June 2004.

FIVE GUIDING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What effect has the Calumet Environmental Education Program had on teachers’ knowledge and understanding of
biodiversity, environmental issues and the local community?

2. What effect has the Calumet Environmental Education Program had on teachers’ approach to and inclusion of
environmental science content in the classroom?

3. How have teachers coordinated their programs, Mighty Acorns, Earth Force and UrbanWatch, with those taught
by other teachers, whether in their same school or in other schools?

4. What effect has the program had on students’ knowledge and understanding of biodiversity, environmental issues
and the local community?

5. When do students begin to assume personal responsibility for taking independent action to address environmental
issues in their homes or communities? What actions do they take? Who influences them?

INSTRUMENTS
The questionnaires were designed to gather information about the frequency with which teachers and students took action
for the environment, the types of action activities in which students and teachers engaged and knowledge teachers and
students developed about concepts such as biodiversity, interdependence, community and the environment. The
evaluation process was designed to answer the question: how much intervention for how long is required to see a
significant change in students’ and teachers’ knowledge about biodiversity and in their ability to take conservation action.

DATA COLLECTION
Three teacher questionnaires were administered at the beginning of the CEEP Summer Institute in August 2003. Students
completed their questionnaires in September 2003, before participating in their respective programs. Students and
teachers completed the same questionnaires as a post-test in June 2004. Data collected during the 2003-04 school year
will be compared with data from the 2002-03 and 2004-05 school years at the conclusion of the three year pilot project in
2005 and will be available in a final three-year Field Museum publication.










